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Starting From Scratch

In early 2003, Ausrtin FOU was preparing o
build a new headguaners branch. Phil Minchell,
the CLI's vice president, said it was a “desdgn-
build” smaarion, mcsning it seeed with a blank
sheer of paper.

“Wie hired a contracior whi had built 2 couple
of banks and one credit union m Awstin.” he
recalled. W wenm ﬂi.rr.u.l,t;h the entire [urm':nr
litiig;lling i l:ui.'kirq; far a fmancial insrinminn.,
The architecr is a big advocate of conserving,
Where possible, we are, poa. He told us of the

Auszin Gireen Building Program.

Represenrarives from the city’s Green Building
Program met with Austin FCU management on
s oocasions, Mirchell sid. The city made rec-
ommendarions and put the crclit union in
pocsch with partners.

The building uses less dectriciey thanks m a
comhinaton of “cleresory”™ windows—which ane
placed high in the poom w let in light, noc for a
view—and a continuois dimmer systern. Clark
Mene, the architect, said thene is not much mesd
for elecrric light during the day.

“A photocell neads the narral light and adjuses
the lights accordingly,” he sid. “Ar nighe, the
elecrric rq;]m: |.'lri|_.f,':|l|ur| up ta narmal kevels,”

The roof isan Energy Star qualified design thar
reflocs sunlight during the hor Texas summers.
The building is fully insulated and the “high per-
formance” windows minimize hear exchange,
The HVAC system is designed o be efficien
amd the corroet sive for the building, And the
landscaping uses native, "warer-wise™ planis.
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Powers Branch With Environment In Mind

“clerasdony ™ windows slaced bigh in

duatin FOU uses hss slechricity
thasks foa combisation of

ifve roowm do et in AghT and & can-
finusus aimmer ihat allows

tive credit ueion fo make tee most

Austin FCLFs Minchell said dhe credin union
received a 56,500 rehare from che Clry of Austin,
lower wilicy bills, plus goodwill from the com-
munity.

“The membership has been coremdy pleasad
and proud of their new headgquaners building,”
he said. “More than anything. we want o la
other credit unions know if they spend & liode
money up frone, dhey will reap dhar weo-fold
down the road.”



